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Thank you, Lake Bullard, for voting to levy a special fee to fund the Lake Bullard Neighborhood Improvement District (LBNID)! This culminated several months of work in developing a bill signed by the Governor establishing LBNID, holding several meetings to inform our residents of the intent to create an improvement district, placing information about the district on our web site at www.lakebullard.com, and distributing several newsletters within the subdivision to provide information about the district. We realize that there are many of you who did not support the proposition, and we will do our best to help you see the value of this Improvement District, and help you feel comfortable with the way that it will be operated. We will continue our quarterly meetings in 2009 at Cornerstone United Methodist Church at 5276 Bullard Avenue. Based on input from our last quarterly meeting in October, we will continue to have the meetings on Saturdays at 3:00 pm. The dates for those meetings in 2009 are: January 10, April 11, July 11, and October 10.   
We would like to thank all of you who voted for the proposition to levy this annual fee, and State Representative Austin Badon who worked tirelessly with us to draft the bill for the 2008 legislative session. Thanks also to Mr. F. J. Madary, Legislative Relations Coordinator at the City of New Orleans, who worked so patiently to guide us and other subdivision officers. Special thanks also to the Lake Bullard Homeowners Association officers and committees for working so diligently throughout the years to prepare and distribute newsletters and flyers to keep you informed; attending meetings and recording meeting minutes to document our activities; attending various community meetings on behalf of the subdivision; preparing timely financial statements and reports; shopping, planning, cooking and decorating for Night Out Against Crime and other community activities; participating in neighborhood cleanup efforts; working on maintenance of the neighborhood sign, including lights, irrigation, painting and landscaping, and so much more!
In these difficult economic times, none of us looks forward to paying additional expenses, but we should look at this fee as an investment into what are probably our most valuable assets--our homes. An active homeowners association or improvement district with the necessary resources can increase the safety of a subdivision and maintain or increase its property values. Our subdivision is already beautiful.  Together, we can make it magnificent.
So, what’s next? On November 15, 2008, the LBNID Commission will meet at Cornerstone United Methodist Church at 3:00 pm to finalize the budget for 2009, which will determine the actual amount of the annual fee. All residents are welcome to attend this meeting and provide your comments on the budget. The Commission will then vote on the budget and submit it to the City Council.
We look forward to seeing you and sharing our plans with you for the future of the subdivision on November 15.
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